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MINUTES OF THE MARCH 18, 2020 SPECIAL MEETING OF THE  

PETALUMA HEALTH CARE DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

President Hempel called the meeting to order at 5:34 PM via videoconference call. 

 

PRESENT (VIDEOCONFERENCE CALL) 

Elece Hempel, President 

Crista Nelson, Vice President 

Fran Adams, RN, BSN, Secretary 

Jeffrey Tobias, MD, Treasurer 

Gabriella Ambrosi, Director at Large 

 

ALSO PRESENT (VIDEOCONFERENCE CALL) 

Ramona Faith, CEO, PHCD 

Andrew Koblick, Controller, PHCD 

Donald J. Bouey, Esq.  

Cathy Salenko, Esq.  

Jonathan Spees, Consultant 

Halley Cloud, Community Manager, PHCD 

 

CALL FOR CONFLICT 

President Hempel called for conflict.  There was none. 

 

MISSION AND VISION 

Director Hempel read the mission and vision of the Petaluma Health Care District. 

The mission of the Petaluma Health Care District is to improve the health and well-

being of our community through leadership, advocacy, support, partnerships and 

education. 

Petaluma Health Care District envisions a healthy community, a thriving hospital 

and equitable access to health and wellness services for all. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDIZED ITEMS 

Mr. David Southerland and Ms. Wendi Thomas provided a COVID-19 update.  The Hospital has 

no patients that have tested positive for COVID-19, and they have tested quite a few.  The 
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challenge is the same as others are experiencing, and that is there is not enough COVID-19 

Testing Kits.  Hospital is participating on a regional daily call with medical providers, and also 

calls with local providers.  The County is putting pressure on the state to ensure adequate PPE 

resources for staff.  Providence in Washington has opened a command center.  Facility upgrades 

are being done to increase rooms to care for patients with a higher acuity, adding two rooms in 

ICU and converting two rooms on Med/Surg unit.  A tent has been obtained for a potential 

surge.  Currently in-patient census and ED visits are lower than average.  The team is preparing 

for a potential surge.  The Hospital has the PPE resources needed.   

 

BOARD COMMENTS 

There were no Board comments. 

 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

The District will attach to the minutes the Executive Order from the Governor of California that 

lists the exemptions to the Brown Act during Shelter-in-Place due to the COVID-19. 

The District is exploring a method to create a confidential data room to place confidential closed 

session documents for the Board Director to review prior to board discussion.  

The next Special Board Meeting will be on Tuesday, April 7, 2020 at 7:30 AM by 

videoconference call. 

 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION 
President Hempel adjourned the meeting into closed session at 5:36 PM for   

 Government Code §54956.8 Closed Session; real property transaction; meeting with 

negotiator – (400 North McDowell Boulevard) 

 

ADJOURN TO OPEN SESSION 

President Hempel adjourned the meeting to open session at 6:47 PM and reported that no 

decisions were made in closed session. 

 

PLUS / DELTA 

The virtual meeting went fairly well. 

 

ADJOURN 

President Hempel adjourned the meeting at 6:48 PM. 

Submitted by Fran Adams, Board Secretary 

Recorded by Ramona Faith, CEO 












